WORSHIPING TOGETHER

The witness of the Church:

Hebrews 12:22-24, 28-29 ESV

22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering,

23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits
of the righteous made perfect,

24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the
blood of Abel.

28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God
acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,

29 for our God is a consuming fire.

Ephesians 3:7-11 ESV-

7 Of this gospel | was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of
his power.

8 To me, though | am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God, who created all things,

10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and

authorities in the heavenly places.
11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Worshiping Together:

Psalm 95:1-11 KJV - “US”

1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come before_his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 For the
LORD [is] a great God, and a great King above all gods...

6.0 come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 7 For he [is] our God; and we
[are] the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,

Psalm 34:1-3 KJV — “TOGETHER”

1 1 will bless the LORD at all times: his praise [shall] continually [be] in my mouth.

2 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear [thereof], and be glad.
3 0 magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.

Assembled in the name of Jesus Christ:

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.

1 Corinthians 5:4 ESV - 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the
power of our Lord Jesus,



Our gathering together is an expression of our one-ness in Christ:

Ephesians 4:3-6 KJV - 3 Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 [There is] one body, and
one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and
Father of all, who [is] above all, and through all, and in you all.

Assembling together is an “ordinary means of grace” from God to help us:

Acts 2:41-47 KIV -41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added
[unto them] about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship,
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men], as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.

Aspects of Worshiping Together:

-The preaching and teaching of the Word of God:

Matthew 28:19-20 ESV - 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations... 20 teaching them to observe all that |
have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

Acts 5:42 ESV - 42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

Acts 20:20, 27 ESV - 20 how | did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in

public and from house to house, ... 27 for | did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.

2 Timothy 4:1-4 ESV - 1 | charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word;

1 Timothy 5:17 ESV - 17 Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who
labor in preaching and teaching.

2 Timothy 2:2 ESV - 2 and what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful
men, who will be able to teach others also.

Nehemiah 8:4-6, 8 KJV - 4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose...
5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened
it, all the people stood up: 6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen,
with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with [their] faces to the ground.
... 8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the
reading.

-The fellowship of the saints:

Acts 2:41-47 KJV -41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added
[unto them] about three thousand souls. 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship,




and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were
done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men], as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and
singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved.

-The working of the spirit in individual members for the edification of the church:

1 Corinthians 12:7 ESV - 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

1 Corinthians 14:3-4, 26 ESV - 3 On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding
and encouragement and consolation. 4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who
prophesies builds up the church. ... 26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.

- The “family meal” of the communion:

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 ESV - 23 For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my
body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26 For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 KJV - 16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ? 17 _For we [being] many are one bread,
[and] one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

-The public reading of Scripture:

1 Timothy 4:13 ESV - 13 Until | come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to
teaching.

Psalm 150:1-6 ESV - 1 Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens! 2 Praise him
for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his excellent greatness! 3 Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him
with lute and harp! 4 Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe! 5 Praise him with
sounding cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise
the LORD!

-Corporate prayer:

1 Corinthians 14:15-17 ESV - 15 What am | to do? | will pray with my spirit, but | will pray with my mind also; | will
sing praise with my spirit, but | will sing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how
can anyone in the position of an outsider say "Amen" to your thanksgiving when he does not know what you are
saying? 17 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up.



-Singing and making melody:

Colossians 3:16 ESV - 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Ephesians 5:18-19 ESV — 18...but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart,

-Ministering to one another:

Hebrews 10:24-25 ESV - 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.

-Worshipping today is a foretaste of the eternal gathering and worship of God and the Lamb:

Revelation 4:1-11 KJV - 1 After this | looked, and, behold, a door [was] opened in heaven: and the first voice which
| heard [was] as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and | will shew thee things which
must be hereafter. 2 And immediately | was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and [one] sat on
the throne. 3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and [there was] a rainbow round
about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald... 8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about [him];
and [they were] full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come. 9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on
the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the
throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created.

Revelation 5:1-14 KJV - 7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8
And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four [and] twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having
every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new
song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 11 And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many
angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten
thousand, and thousands of thousands; 12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13 And every creature which is
in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard |
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, [be] unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
for ever and ever. 14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four [and] twenty elders fell down and worshipped
him that liveth for ever and ever.

Revelation 22:1-5 ESV - 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city.... 3 No longer will there be
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They
will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.




